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1.0 INTRODUCTION

About Women in ICT Zimbabwe (WICTZ)
Women in ICT Zimbabwe is a non-profit entity founded 
in 2023 to champion the advancement drive of women 
in the information communication technology sector in 
Zimbabwe. As it bursts to the scene, initially as a chapter 
of the Computer Society of Zimbabwe, the largest body 
of ICT professionals in the country, it seeks to promote 
the equity and inclusion of girls and women in ICT through 
empowerment and integration.

Under the new CSZ Publishing Programme, this document 
will be periodically reviewed in order to improve its 
comprehensiveness and also, to improve its ability to 
become a valuable resource in guiding better writing 
quality. Ensure that you’re using the latest version of the 
document.

Purpose, context and scope of launch event
The event marks the official launch of WICTZ and the 
initialization of all its programmes. The launch event 
context is set within the theme: “Empower HER to impact 
and LEAD in ICT”, pointing to the grand ambition of driving 
inclusion of more women in ICTs, supporting them as 
they advance their careers and spheres of influence, 
and ultimately, helping them realise their full potential in 
becoming through and action leaders within the ICT space.

 
The event comes at an opportune time in the timeline of 
women in ICT; advancements in technology have never 
moved at a pace more rapid than the world is experiencing 
in this point of time, driven by emerging technologies, 
advanced communication systems and data. In this same 
context, there seems to be an increasing rift between 
those sections of the community with access and those 
without. This includes girls and women who, traditionally, 
have been excluded and sidelined in an industry otherwise 
dominated by men.
 
Of note, in the same vein, the same technologies offer 
renewed opportunities for girls and women to not only 
catch up, but excel in the ICT space, through expanded 
applications of new dimension technologies. With the 
increase in investment by many progressive forces in 
African countries, and specifically, in Zimbabwe, there is 
increased capacity to drive programmes such as those 
WICTZ is initiating and driving to bridge the divide.
 
The event therefore, which takes the hybrid form of both a 
ceremony and workshop, will focus chiefly on topical areas 
around practical ways of breaking the glass ceiling in the 
ICT space, while celebrating the progress women in Africa 
and the Zimbabwean context have made in recent times.

Enhancing women’s 
role in the ICT sector
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2.0 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Specifically, the event aims to:
 ⊲ Officially launch WICTZ
 ⊲ Unpack the agenda for the next 24 months
 ⊲ Identify and set up new partnerships
 ⊲ Initialize formal mentorships programmes
 ⊲ Provide a forum for networking between girls, women 

and ICT stakeholders

3.0 TARGET AUDIENCES
The following groups of attendees will be present at the 
event:

 ⊲ (a) Women and Girls in ICT
 ⊲ (b) Women ICT Executives & Leaders
 ⊲ (c) Leaders of Women Organizations
 ⊲ (d) Potential Donors & Funders
 ⊲ (e) Ministers of ICT, Education, Senior Government 

Officials

4.0 KEY DISCUSSION AREAS AND 
QUESTIONS

(a) The Zimbabwean context
What is the Zimbabwean context for girls and women in ICT? What 
stands in the way of the grand ambition?
 
(b) National plan of action
What specific initiatives and projects are going to be executed in 
order to impact the mission?
 
(c) Inclusion of girls
How do we get girls interested? How do we keep them engaged? 
How do we ensure that they stay the course?
 
(d) Progression of women
How do we make women more competitive? How do we get more 
women in influential positions in government, private concerns 
and non-profits?
 
(e) Women pioneering
How do we give women more space to invent and create? How do 
we get more women starting ICT-based businesses?

5.0 DRAFT PROGRAMME OUTLINE
(a)   Session I: Official Launch Ceremony

 ⊲ Presentations by Ministry of Information Communication Tech-
nology and Courier Services and Guest Speakers

 ⊲ Official launch and endorsement of WICTZ manifesto by mis-
sion sponsors

 
(b)  Session II: Discussions & Workshops

 ⊲ Presentations by national and international women in lead-
ership, associated leaders of associated organisations in the 
region and continent

 ⊲ Open discussions around the Zimbabwean context
 ⊲ Open discussions around the consolidated national plan of 

action
 
(c)   Session III: Testimonials & Plenary

 ⊲ Story-telling: Girls in ICT
 ⊲ Plenary session – setting the national plan of action into motion

 Note: The outlined programme format is subject to change, 
depending on availability of some of the speakers.



4Women in ICT Zimbabwe (WICTZ) Launch: Event Concept Note


